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a radical political change at an appropriate time. The events of 1945
vindicated this opinion.

SOVIET PROPAGANDA: ITS ORGANIZATION

But Soviet activities were not limited to the north exclusively. The
Soviet Embassy in Teheran put into motion formidable propaganda
apparatus to obtain as many adherents to the Soviet cause as possible.

The center of propaganda was located in the Soviet Embassy under
the direction of the press attache. It employed a considerable num-
ber of officials many of whom were natives of Soviet Central Asia or
the Caucasus and most of whom had an excellent knowledge of the
Persian language. The post of press attache was entrusted during the
major part of the war to Comrade Danil S. Komissarov, whose face
will never be forgotten by Iranian editors.11 Komissarov maintained
direct and constant contact with a host of newspapers in Teheran,
and his frequent receptions and press conferences were destined to
bring the Soviet Embassy and the press ever closer. One of the major
tasks of the Press Office was to secure in the Iranian press as much
space as possible for Tass Agency items. Tass dispatches were re-
leased free of charge to newspapers. Essentially the matter reduced
itself to competition between Tass and Reuters for dominance of
news space in the Iranian press. In this duel Tass usually had the
upper hand and often the privilege of the first page and larger head-
lines. The one-sided policy of outright Communist papers published
in the Persian language was, of course, pronounced Non-Communist
papers, which did not dare to refuse, also printed the Tass material
in abundance. In the Journal de Tehran, for example, three-quarters
of the news items published were often Tass dispatches.

Except during the last phases of the war, when more open opposi-
tion to Soviet moves was voiced by the nationalist press, the servility
of the Iranian newspapers toward Russia was extreme. Even the
papers that indulged in open polemics with the Communist Tudeh
party were careful not to say a word against the Soviet Union. In-
stead they competed with each other in praising the "great and gen-
ii He was assisted by Sobhan Ulov (radio), Orestov (Tass), Ivanov (Tass), and
Petrov (editor of Duste Iran). At a certain period Grigory I. Rassadine was in
charge of propaganda.